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With Spring just around the corner, itôs a good time to take stock  ñ  
ò 

Case Study:  

I recently carried out a bedding bacterial analysis on a routine farmôs sand bedding. The farm has had a 

slightly higher than target mastitis case rate for a while, and despite various management changes including 

parlour routine changes, identification/treatment/management of mastitic cows (repeat cases particularly) 

and checking parlour settings/function, little improvement had been seen. Sand was collected from the 

fresh bedding pile, and from a selection of cubicles in both cubicle houses.  

AHDB carried out a large-scale bedding survey in 2015 with QMMS and from this we have ranges for what 

we would consider normal for used and unused bedding of all different varieties. Sand is inert bedding, in 

that on its own, it shouldnôt be capable of growing much bacteria ï the introduction of organic matter 

(generally faeces and milk) to the bedding however, will allow bacterial load to increase. Organic bedding 

such as straw and sawdust will increase in bacterial load without introduction of other organic matter, if 

conditions allow. 

 

This sand came back with some interesting findings: 

The fresh sand had a ónormalô total bacterial count (TBC) but grew Pseudomonas spp., which is indicative of 

coming in to contact with a contaminated water 

source and this could be a source of mastitis.  

The used samples came back and moderate-high TBC 

for used sand bedding with various environmental 

bacteria cultures, some of which can cause  mastitis.  

These findings certainly gave some food for thought; 

is the fresh sand arriving contaminated or being    

contaminated on farm? Why is the current bedding in 

the cubicles soiled, and can other changes be made to 

prevent build-up of soiled sand at the backs of beds in 

future (sand type, raking, digging out etc.)?  

 

These points have been actioned and we eagerly wait 

to see results, which may take a few months to      

become clear as is often the case with mastitis and 

SCC  management. 

   Charlie Neale  
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 Regular followers of this column 
will have read Charlieôs piece on 
local rugby rivalry between Bath 
and Bristol spilling over into the 
practice. Charlie and Bristol have 
the bragging rights for this      
season, with Bristol shading it 
over the talent laden Bath side. 
Bristolôs stout defence and      
successful conversion of their 
scoring chances showed that 
small margins are essential to 
achieve the required result.  
To relate this to cows, as we hit 
the end of a very long winter, we 
are noticing the following issues. 
A seasonal rise in LDAs is being 
seen and this can reflect more 

crowding in dry cows and the 
milking herd. Some cows struggle 
with cubicles, and lameness can 
increase at this time so prompt 
attention and a straw yard can be 
a cow saver for these vulnerable 
individuals. Calf infections build 
up too and so any opportunity to 
use a clean area, such as an 
empty silage clamp, can reduce 
the risk of calf scours. Fertility 
has been generally good but we 
are noticing bull performance can 
vary widely ï take a look at how 
effective your bulls are. All these 
areas and many more can make 
the difference to performance; 
talk to your routine vet about any 

concerns and we will use our 
wide experience to help you stay 
on track. 
We are now also into lambing 
season and our small ruminant 
examination room is receiving 
regular use for lambings,        
prolapses and sick animals.    
Bringing an animal into the vets 
can ensure there is good light, 
hygiene and all kit necessary is 
available, as well as saving on 
visit fees.  
We wish Anna (and Josh) well 
and trust she has everything 
ready as she approaches her own 
due dateé. 
                      Paddy Gordon 
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Office opening hours  

MondayðFriday: 8amð5.30pm 

Saturday: 8.30am ï12pm  

 

Emergency Service  

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.  

If you need assistance out of our normal working 

hours, please telephone 

01749 341 761  

 

 

Directors Focus 

 

If you would like to receive your farm account and this newsletter by 

email please advise the farm office .  


