Case Study: The Down Cow
Down cows can be frustrating cases to deal with.
Dairy cows typically can become recumbent around
calving for several reasons, such as milk fever, insufficient protein and or energy, paralysis as a result
of calving or other injuries. In many cases if we treat
the primary cause promptly, the cow is normally able
to stand successfully afterwards.
Unfortunately, not all down cows are so straight
forward. The longer a cow has been down the more
likely she is to suffer secondary damage, for
example: damage to important nerves, hip
dislocation as a result of trying to stand and damage
to the muscles as a result of such a large mass lying
on them for such long periods of time. A study in
Australia found that only 24% of down cows got up
again after 7 days. This same study found that the
level of nursing care given to these cows effected
their chances of recovery. Only 6% of cows that
were nursed unsatisfactorily, recovered. Compared
to the 43% who recovered when satisfactory nursing
was provided.
So what are the Optimum Nursing Standards:
1. Treatment:
Ensure prompt appropriate
treatment of primary causes (Calcium,
Phosphorus, Energy) and secondary causes
(PAIN RELIEF!)
2. Location: Recumbent cows need to be kept in a
small sheltered area, where they can’t crawl for
more than 2-3m or off their bedding. Cows able
to stand need to kept away from slippery
surfaces and other cattle, lifted 1-2 times a day
and kept somewhere they can be monitored.

3. Bedding: Deep bedding!! 40-50cm of hay or
straw. 20-30cm of sawdust or sand.
4. Weather Conditions: There are very few days
that are suitable to leave a down cow outside,
it’s usually better to bring them in.
5. Rolling and Lifting: Cows unable to stand
should be rolled off the dependant leg several
times a day. Only lift cows if they will stand after
being lifted.
6. Hygiene and Level of care:
Clean dry
conditions
always, ensure adequate labour
available.
7. Feed and Water: Always available
8. Udder Care: Teat disinfection twice a day
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Finalists for our Farm of the Year
The little heifer picture above, was found trapped in
a ring feeder, and as a result of the injuries
sustained, she was unable to stand. The farmer with
assistance from all the team, applied all the optimum
nursing standards, apart from udder care and this
little heifer made a full recovery. In the second
picture she is a straw yard before being transported
back to the heifer unit.
Bibby Thomas
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The past month has seen most
youngstock housed after a long
grazing season. It has been a wet
summer with plenty of grass
growth. With a wet season comes
more parasite issues. We
recommend worm and fluke
treatments after housing for most
herds this year. If using
Closamectin be careful to ensure
accurate dosing as toxicity
problems can occur. We are also
seeing more trace element
problems in pregnant heifers,
including stillbirths and retained
cleansings. Talk to us for advice
or perhaps let us have a look over
your youngstock during your
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Season’s greetings to you all

routine visit.
In milking herds we are seeing
good milk quality indicating good
forage quality this winter. Fertility
is more variable and this can
reflect dry cow issues with calving
health during the summer.
Calving health and energy status
are easily monitored - talk to us
about how this can be
achieved. With a good milk price
there is greater justification for
use of Kexxtone or Imrestor to
improve health and milk yield.
The yield effect in the right herd
and the right cows can produce
substantial benefits.
We are using a new calf
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pneumonia vaccine this winter.
This has the benefit of allowing
vaccination from two weeks of
age as well as cost savings. We
can even vaccinate your calves
for free - you pay for vaccine and
we will cover the cost of
administration. Reducing
pneumonia can reduce hassle and
stress of disease, reduce
antibiotic use, and reduce costs of
heifer rearing.
Whatever you choose to do this
month we hope you have some
well earned time off, and an
enjoyable Christmas. Best wishes
from all of us at Shepton Vets.
Paddy Gordon

Farmer Focus: Tom New th

Community
Focus

Tom Newth runs two flocks of Sheep, a Pedigree
Flock of around 70 Charollais and a second of around
250 commercial Lleyns.

Youngstock Service
Meeting

Tom breeds his pedigrees earlier in the year, with the
aim of having lambing all done by Christmas. Ewes
are synchronised with progesterone sponges, to
ensure they come cycling and make for a tighter
lambing period.

At the end of November, Will
Sinclair from Volac gave a talk to
members of our Youngstock Service
on calf health and milk powder.

The commercial flock are lambed later in the season
around March. This year, Tom used vasectomised

Will gave some great advice on the
importance of good hygiene,
getting the most out of your milk
powder and other factors for
general good calf health.
If you would like advice on calf
health or more information on our
youngstock service chat to Oliver or
Hannah for more details.

E v e n t s & Tr a i n i n g
Calendar

teaser rams with his commercial ewes to ensure a
tighter lambing period. They have so far proven
successful. During the first five days of breeding
rams running with the ewes, 200 out of the 250 had
been covered!

Christmas Social
Thank you to everyone who
joined us at this years Christmas
social evening held at the
Poachers Pocket.
7 Teams joined in for our
Christmas quiz, raising £64.55 for
The Dorset & Somerset Air

New Calf
Pneumonia Vaccine

Medicines & Common
Treatments
17th January

Brexit Meeting
With Old Mill & NFU
Provisional Date 21st February
Calf Health Lunch & Learn
7th March
DIY AI Course
6th – 9th March
For full details or to book your
space, please speak to Tom in the
office.

Congratulations to the winning
team ‘Merry Christ Moo’s’ Rob Green , Matt & Katie
Craddock, Josh Hares and vet
Charlie.

his Charollais, pictured above is Tom with one of his
favourite Rams. Pictured below are a selection of
rams ready for sale. Don't they look lovely!

Tom is part of the SRUC’s (Scotland’s Rural College),
Premium Sheep Health Scheme for Maedi Visna
(MV). Running an MV accredited Flock. This involves
routinely screening a percentage of the flock to prove
that it is clear of MV, to maintain the flocks
accredited status.
The aim for Tom’s Charollais Sheep is to produce
good quality breeding stock for sale. The aim is for
each ewe to produce one quality lamb, because of
this only a small quantity of PMSG is used as part of
the synchronisation programme.

Lambing Workshop
17th January 2018

Foot Trimming Course
2 days February TBC

Ambulance Service, thank you for
your support.

Tom for several years, has been successfully showing

Bibby Thomas

Team Shepton: Rob Powell
We are using a new calf pneumonia vaccine this month, for
immunisation of cattle against Parainfluenza 3 virus, Bovine Respiratory
Syncytial Virus and Mannheimia haemolytica.
The main benefits are:
 Calves can be vaccinated from 2 weeks of age and will require 2


injections 2 weeks apart.
This vaccine will cost you less—saving 40 pence per calf.



The onset of immunity is 3 weeks after the primary vaccination
course and will last for 6 months.



We can even save you time by vaccinating your calves for
you—at no extra charge.

Call the office to book in your vaccination visit with Hannah today.

“

I have been at Shepton Vets for two months now. I qualified in

2011 and have previously worked in the South of England, including
18 months spent working as a dairy vet in NZ
I grew up in the local area and am really enjoying being back. In
my spare time I help out on the family farm and try and do a little
exercise. We are also trying to buy a house which is keeping us
busy.

”

