Vet Students:
During the summer period we are busy with
students shadowing us, looking to gain further farm
experience before they make a decision to be a
farm vet (or not), or just to increase their
confidence and skills in exams. This is in addition to
farm track students from January to March – these
students are looking for additional skills to help with
their first job. In their early years vet students are
expected to gain hands-on experience on a working
farm.

first rectal exam! I would very much recommend
this placement to any student thinking of going into
farm animal medicine or anyone wanting a little bit
more experience of the inner workings of farms.
This placement absolutely convinced me that farm
animal medicine was the right choice for me!’
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We have been assisting Barbers with students to
help during the busy calving period.
One student, Jemima Whyte, said ‘Barber’s Farm
placement was undoubtedly the best pre-clinical
placement I went on in my veterinary degree at
Bristol University. I went to Bristol wanting to go
into farm animal medicine but being from a
non-farm background needed some experience to
make sure I was making the right choice. The
placement was a brilliant introduction to farming,
waking up at 5am driving to the calf unit to pick up
the tractor, driving the tractor to pick up calves
around the several dairy units, herding in cows from
the fields, helping with milking and dropping the
calves back to the calf unit by lunch. I learnt to
tube feed calves with colostrum, test colostrum
quality and working together with the Shepton Vets
helped take blood samples and performed my very

Students are looking for two week periods of
experience on all types of farm. They have
enthusiasm and are quick learners but have little
practical experience. They typically need
accommodation but do not expect to be paid. If you
can offer a placement then contact Bibby in the
practice initially.
Paddy Gordon

Stowell Farms

Local Events
20th August— Mid-Somerset Show

Directors Focus

20th September—Smallholder meeting on Camelids

Shepton Veterinary Group Ltd

Office opening hours

Allyn Saxon Drive

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm

Shepton Mallet
Somerset

Emergency Service

BA4 5QH

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.

Tel: 01749 341 761

If you need assistance out of our normal working
hours, please telephone

Email: large.animal@sheptonvets.com
www.sheptonvets.com

If you would like to receive your farm account and this
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.

01749 341 761

We have had a busy season so
far, and sometimes even the
best laid plans are disrupted by
emergencies. I had 2 down
cows before breakfast recently;
this is part of the job and we
always do our best to keep you
informed of any delays that may
affect you.
We are fortunate to have the
number of vets to adapt to all
situations and look forward to
welcoming a new member to
the team in October, to
maintain this flexibility.
At this time of year the directors
get together to discuss ways we
can make the practice work

“

Control the controllables

more efficiently for you. Recent
inspiration has been found in
the strangest of places.
My dog Boo has had shorter
walks on Saturdays recently as
we have diverted to the pub to
watch the Lions play; there
have been some very tense
matches and Boo enjoyed her
bacon rolls!
I have been reading Steve
Bull’ s ’The Game Plan’. Steve
is an advisor to the England
cricket team and his advice for
tense sporting occasions is to
‘control the controllables.’ This
paid off for the Lions in their
last match of the test and we

”

have also taken inspiration from
his advice.
We are working hard to make
our logistics work more
smoothly for you. One part of
this has been getting medicines
to you at the right price and
with the convenience of local
availability and delivery.
We always welcome client
feedback and we would like to
thank everyone who responded
to our recent survey.
The winner of the survey prize
draw is Mark Hoskins.
Paddy Gordon

Community
Focus

Farmer Focus:

Stowell farms is a mixed farming enterprise based in
Pewsey, Wiltshire. It consists of 931 dairy cattle,1500
ewes & 2000 acres of crops, plus an anaerobic
digester. The digester which supplies 15% of the
electricity for the dairy with the remainder going into
the grid.

July Skittles Match
Our second fundraising skittles
evening took place on the 3rd July, at
The Manor House Inn, Ditcheat.
Shepton vets team were once again
beaten by the farmers teams.
We were delighted with the support
given to our fundraising and the
evening raised over £200.
Over a buffet meal we heard more
about Send a Cow from Jon Longman
who had visited projects in Africa
when he was a trustee of the charity.
Many thanks to Alan Britten and Roger
Reakes for organising the teams.
We are delighted to have now
reached £1,000 in our fundraising for
Send A Cow.
We only have £300 left to reach our
target to send 2 cows to Africa, so if
you would like to help, you still have
time.

”
Mid Somerset Show: 20th August
This month sees the return of the
Mid Somerset Show on
Sunday 20th August.

show field down near the
livestock section and have a chat
to the team.

Once again we are delighted to be
supporting this fantastic event in
our community calendar and this
year we are Gold sponsors of the
show.

We will also be in attendance as
Honorary Veterinary Surgeons
and small animal vet Greg will be
judging the companion dog show
this year.

Come and visit our practice stand,
which is situated in the main

We look forward to seeing you on
the day.

TB Paper work
Further to last month’s notice that
APHA would now be following up on
any paperwork discrepancies at TB
tests, we have now had our first
enquires from APHA regarding tests
carried out in the last few months.
We would therefore recommend
that farmers check back on
movement
records
and
passports if they have had tests
carried out recently where not
all of the animals on the official
paperwork were marked as
tested.
If you have any concerns or
questions regarding this please
contact Natalie in the Farm Animal
Office.

Stowell Farms

Farm Walk —Visit to Stow ell Farms
Our next farm walk will be a visit to Stowell Farms on Wednesday 6th
September.
Find out how Stowell have used team work to achieve lower health
costs. Improving health and fertility whilst at the same time also
increasing milk production.

The dairy herd is all year round calving, milking twice
a day on a 12 hours spilt with an average milk yield of
10,000 litres.
The calving interval is 389 days and overall
pregnancy rate of 23 ( in the last 3 months this has
improved to 32).

In the past this is the time of the year the farm has
had most difficulty with regards to the health of the
fresh cows.
Dairy manager Brynn Moore;
“We are a high output/high input unit with cows
housed all year round. The cows are housed using a
cubicle system on mattresses with chopped straw,
with the exception of 100 cubicles which are divided
up into 50/50 split, which are bedded on sand.
Our main challenge this time of year is heat stress,
despite having high open sided sheds; the air flow is
quite poor with restrictions from silage pits & the
digester. Last year’s poor milk price made it hard to
justify installing fans therefore we contracted a
Gloucestershire based company to paint the roof
sheets to try & eliminate a ‘greenhouse’ effect. So far
it has been very successful with no signs of the cows
grouping at one end of the shed like we have seen in
the past. We have achieved these results for a
fraction of the cost compared to the investment it
would of required to install a ventilation system. “

The dairy unit was built 6 years ago after the decision
was made to carry on dairy farming. The previous
dairy unit is now used for housing the young stock.
Paddy has worked with the farm team to improve
calving health and this year throughout the summer
period Imrestor and Kexxtone have been used
successfully to reduce problems.

Team Shepton: Paddy Gordon

“

I had a very enjoyable week at the Royal Bath and West
Show in June. Arrival day is manic, as 2,000 stock arrive all to
be inspected, and there is chasing up on missing TB test
paperwork before animals are allowed on site. Once stock are

Places are limited and only 2 places per farm will be available to
begin with, on a first come first served basis.

on site the week calms down, with occasional injuries and
upsets to be attended to. In between there is a chance to
attend the Show and meet with clients and friends.

Transport and lunch will be provided at the cost of £10+VAT per
person.
To register your interest please contact Kate Hayes via the office or
email: training@sheptonvets.com

I like to keep an eye on the Dorset Down Sheep classes and
spot the Champion breeders – I will take my own sheep to
Honiton and Shepton Show this year, but still have some way
to reach Bath and West standards!

”

