Case Study: Clostridial Diseases
Presentation
I recently had a freshly calved cow presented to me
that had dropped her milk yield from 36 litres per
day to 5 litres. The farmer also noticed she was
dehydrated and not as bright as she had been, he
was worried that she might slip over on the yard so
had put her in a loose housed sick pen. He has not
had any other cows in the herd presenting with
similar signs.
Examination
On examining the cow she had the following signs
 high heart rate (94),
 sunken eyes (dehydration)
 quiet demeanour
 a temperature of 37.8 (normal)
 a BHB of 0.6 (not ketotic)
 clear lungs
 slightly reduced rumen turnover
 no pings i.e not an LDA/RDA but she had a little
bit of free gas in the abdomen
 slightly pale mucous membranes & no vaginal
discharge
 black tarry faeces (not scouring)
Diagnosis
Dark faeces is a sign that blood is being digested
lower down in the intestines. Digested blood can
present with a few conditions including Salmonella,
Winter Dysentry, Right Displaced Abomasums,
Intussusception (gut twists), Jejunal haemorrhagic
syndrome and Abomasal ulcers. The history and
other symptoms such as high heart rate, membrane
colour, lack of pings and temperature were most
suggestive of an Abomasal ulcer. We could have
taken a faecal sample to rule out Salmonella fully but
the cow was not scouring and this was decided
against on a cost basis.

Management/Treatment
Treatment will depend on the severity of the case
and the economics involved.
Options include
 Fluid therapy to correct dehydration, this can be
with a stomach pump or into the vein for severe
cases
 Magnesium Oxide oral drench
 Antibiotics, an ulcer can be partial thickness or
full thickness. With a full thickness ulcer
abomasal contents will be leaking out into the
abdomen which can cause peritonitis.
In certain cases where the cow has lost a large
amount of blood a blood transfusion may be
appropriate. Blood is collected from another cow and
mixed with an anticoagulant before being run into
another cow in a similar way to running in calcium
for milk fever .
The picture shows the cow 2 weeks later. She has
lost some condition but is bright and eating well, her
milk yield is recovering but still is not back to what is
was before she was ill.
Rob Powell
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This month is a busy one for
meetings about planning and
being prepared for change. This
will include global issues
concerning Brexit, and closer to
home, further reducing medicine
use on your farms.
Last month’s newsletter made
mention of the fact that this
‘Winter 2017/18- A Bad Year for
pneumonia’. Undoubtedly one
way of reducing medicine use is
to reduce disease. This can be
done by employing vaccination,
changing the environment,
changing breeding policy and
the use of the recently launched
immune stimulants. With
Pneumonia as an example of a

“

Spring is coming

disease to reduce, we now plan
to find out the likely viral and /or
bacterial cause of the outbreak
before recommending a
vaccination plan. Vaccination is
carried out in advance of the
greatest period of risk of the
particular disease.
On the 21st Feb we are running
a session on medicine use that
will allow you to look at your
individual farm use and finding
ways to reduce this.
As with all Herd Health matters
having
a
constructive
conversation with one of the
team at Shepton allows you to
come up with a sensible plan to

”

reduce a disease on your farm.
Brexit is on everyone’s minds at
the moment, so in collaboration
with Old Mill, we have planned a
meeting to look at the future of
farming. We forward to seeing
you on the 21st February at
Farrington Golf Club.
So dare I say, the big changes
with regard to Medicine and
Brexit should be viewed as
opportunities to further improve
and strengthen the UK Farming
Industry. Roll on the Spring !
Michael Head

Community
Focus
The Mid-Somerset Agricultural
Society 2018 Hedgelaying
competition will be held on
Sunday 18th February 2018 at
Tadhill House Farm, Old Wells
Road, Leigh On Mendip BA3 5QX
a venue near Shepton Mallet by
kind permission of John
Wainwright & Co Ltd.
Stop by and show your support
or why not have a go and enter
the competition?

Farming for the Future Meeting
21st February 7pm at Farrington Golf Club
Join us for an evening of
discussions around the future of
farming, including; planning for the
future, milk production, animal
health and creating
financial
stability.

Recently I have had a couple of farms come back

Testing

with negative youngstock BVD bloods that have gone

The most straight forward option is 6 youngstock

on to join the BVD free scheme. Here is a brief

antibody bloods (normally 9-12 months old). The

Wednesday 21st February at
Farrington Gold Club
7pm arrival for 7.30pm start
Supper at 9pm

overview of the scheme.
What is BVD?

main attraction of this method of monitoring is cost,
simplicity and the fact we can use it for most farming

Register online at:
Www.oldmillgroup.co.uk/
events
RSVP by Wednesday 14th
February

how your business can thrive.

Tom Keen EU Exit & International
Trade Adviser at NFU,
Michael Masters from Barbers, Mike
Butler from Old Mill and Michael
Head from Shepton Vets will be
offering ideas and strategies on
what the future might bring and

Contact the office to book work or TB Test
Please remember that it is
essential that you book all work
direct with the office team and
not through your vet.
The vets do not have access to the
booking diary when offsite, and will
not have information on what work is
already booked in.

E v e n t s & Tr a i n i n g
Calendar

Farmer Focus: BVD Free Scheme

If you have received your TB test
notification or wish to book a
pre-movement test, please give us a
much notice as possible to book
these in.
We are coming into a very busy test
season, and want to make sure that
we can book a slot that works for
you.

Solacyl

BVD is a very contagious viral disease of cattle.

systems i.e beef/dairy. The alternative option would

Clinical signs will vary depending on the age and

be using BVD tag and test results but you will need a

pregnancy status, it is a disease that causes immune
suppression making animals suffer more from other

result from every calf (including aborted calves).
Cost of the BVD free scheme

diseases. Common problems seen include increased

The scheme is free to join and most of the tag

pneumonia and scours in calves and abortions and
poor fertility in breeding animals. If a foetus becomes

companies have absorbed the cost of uploading data
so if you are already tag and testing it will not cost

infected at less than 110-120 days of gestation it is

you a penny. If you are going down the youngstock

likely that this calf will be born persistently infected
with BVD.

bloods route the lab testing fees and postage will be
approx. £30

Do other countries have this problem?

Why you should join the scheme

Several other countries in Europe have managed to
eradicate BVD (Norway, Sweden, Findland, Denmark)

If farmers can work together BVD (unlike Tb) is not
difficult to eradicate, we have good, reliable tests for

or are well on their way to eradicate it. Scotland have

picking it up.

made good progress on a national eradication
scheme, Ireland have followed suit. The Welsh were

BVD is currently thought to cost between £13 and
£30 per cow in the UK,

the last in the UK to join but have overtaken

If we can eradicate BVD and the rest of the UK is

England, this is partly due to Welsh farmers getting
free BVD testing and £500 towards a P.I hunt.

clear then we will be able to stop vaccination
We are trying to reduce antibiotic usage and working

What is the BVD Free Scheme?

together to eradicate BVD is an excellent way to do

BVD Free England is a voluntary industry-led scheme,
working to eliminate BVD from all cattle in England

this
Trade: if other countries have eradicated BVD it may

Effective Management of
Medicines on Farm
21st February

Calves like the same things in the same way every day.

by 2022. The key to success is to identify and

become harder for us to sell livestock to them. Herds

Changes will upset and stress them but they are inevitable;

remove all animals persistently infected (PI) with the

in the UK that are clear of BVD and signed up to the

Brexit Meeting
With Old Mill & NFU
21st February

groupings, vaccination, disbudding, weaning etc.
The best way to reduce the stress on these calves is to space
the stresses out, and alter one thing per week waiting 7 days

BVD virus. The scheme is built around a national
database, which is searchable for the BVD status of
individual animals/herds.

scheme will also prefer to buy from other clean herds
as this rolls out in the future.
Rob Powell

Smallholder Lameness
Workshop
11th April
Calf Health
Effective Colostrum
Management
25th April
DIY AI Course
25th – 28th June

before you change anything else.
Stressed calves are susceptible to diseases – scours and pneumonia being most

Team Shepton: Lynn Broom

common. The use of Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) on farm has
increased massively over the last 15 years. They reduce inflammation, offer pain
relief, and bring high temperatures down; making calves feel better, maintaining
appetite, and aiding recovery. More recently NSAIDs are seen as ways to stop
problems occurring in the first instance – prophylactically.

“

I graduated from Liverpool University in 2000 and have worked in

practices mainly in the South West doing all aspects of veterinary

Solacyl (Sodium salicylate) is an NSAID that is a derivative of aspirin and can be

work. I joined Shepton Vets in 2014. Outside of work I am married

used in calves around stressful periods. It can be mixed in water, milk powder,
Email:
training@sheptonvets.com for sprinkled on feed or made in a drench. The dose for a 50Kg calf is 2g (10p/dose
more information or to book a for 3 days), therefore is an inexpensive way to reduce stress and help reduce
space.
disease. Available in 1Kg bags contact Jo in the pharmacy if you would like to try
out this new product.

to Jim and we have 2 dogs. I like to keep fit and particularly enjoy
running (one of the dogs likes to join me, the other one is too
lazy !) – in July this year I am doing a 60km ultra marathon in
Snowdonia which includes running up Snowdon!

”

