Case Study: Calf Pneumonia
As the nights grow longer, the familiar menace
of pneumonia in housed calves is likely to rear
its ugly head.
The effects can often be significant, with high
mortality rates and large drug costs.
Additionally, even for mild cases, calves are left
with scarred lungs, which significantly reduces
their future growth rates and milk yields.

On the preventative side, it is highly advisable
to seek our advice on ensuring adequate
ventilation, draft protection, appropriate
ambient temperature, good stocking density
and protective vaccinations to successfully
minimise the incidence of this disease on your
farm.
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When a calf does become infected, the most
crucial factor to its recovery is early detection
and treatment. If a calf is not treated until it is
regularly coughing and has a snotty nasal
discharge (see picture), then it has been found
too late!
The signs to look for are a clear discharge from
either the eyes or nose, a high rectal
temperature (anything above 39.5°C) and also
the potential to induce a cough by pinching the
calf’s throat. If these signs are seen then
antibiotic and anti-inflammatory therapy should
be initiated immediately.

Finalists for our Farm of the Year

Pneumonia is extremely contagious, therefore
once a case has been diagnosed, it is extremely
worthwhile to take the rectal temperatures of
other calves in the group, to enable the even
earlier detection and treatment of new cases.

Andy Tyrer

Photo’s from this year’s Mid-Somerset Show held in August.
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Allyn Saxon Drive

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm

Shepton Mallet

Saturday: 8.30am—12pm
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Emergency Service

BA4 5QH
Tel: 01749 341 761
Email: farm.animal@sheptonvets.com
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We provide a 24 hour emergency service.
If you need assistance out of our normal working
hours, please telephone

If you would like to receive your farm account and this
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.

01749 341 761

“ Come for a chat at the Dairy Show on 3rd October
”

We look forward to seeing you
at the Dairy show on 3rd
October. We will be in the same
location as last year, alongside
the Show Ring. We will once
again be celebrating success
among practice clients,
recognising some of the high
performance levels in dairy
h e a l t h t h at c o m e f r o m
dedicat ion and t echnical
expertise. After the success of
the Reeds at Lily Farm last year,
we need your vote to identify
this years’ winner.
This year has seen milk buyers
increase their requirements for

disease control and introduce
restrictions on antibiotic use. We
have been busy implementing
Johne’s Control Plans and giving
BVD advice, and many farms
require written sign off by the
end of October. Come and chat
to us about our free funded BVD
and biosecurity meetings or let
us know if you need any advice.
We constantly update our skills
training to make sure they are
practical and relevant. Due to
demand, we will hold a second
Cow First Aid course on 24th
October and we also have
training on Mastering Medicines

and the more advanced Milksure
course.
We are proud to be sponsoring
the future of dairy farming in the
Stockmanship and Calf classes
at the Dairy Show again, as well
as providing veterinary support
to the Show.
We are also delighted that we
will be providing clinical and
training veterinary services to
Cannington College going
forwards.
Please join us for a chat,
refreshments and to share your
news on 3rd October.
Paddy Gordon

Community
Focus

New Wells Small Animal Branch Opening Event
6th October

Dairy Show
3rd October
We look forward to seeing you
at the Dairy Show on 3rd
October.
Make sure you come and visit
the team on our stand in the
Showering Pavilion, next to the
main show ring.
Join us for refreshments
throughout the day and to chat
with the team about your
veterinary and training needs
for the autumn.

E v e n t s & Tr a i n i n g
Calendar
Dairy Show
3rd October
DIY AI Course
15th—18th October
BVD Control & Biosecurity
19th October
Cow First Aid
24th October
Mastering Medicines
14th November

With health and welfare on farms becoming more
closely

Our new Small Animal branch
surgery opens in Wells next
month.
We will be holding a launch
event on Saturday 6th
October between 12pm –
4pm.
Stop by for family fun with
face painting, practice tours,
games, agility sessions and
more.
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their benefit outweighed by their cost. Two of my
routine clients have recently purchased roll-over
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with use of Selective Dry Cow Therapy.

benefit!
Here's a picture of one of the crushes that I'm

3rd Post Graduate Certificate for the practice

When considering the costs of a case of lameness,
the reduction in lameness from routine trimming, the

After two years of hard work (and
a few trips to Dublin, with the
occasional Guinness whilst out
there) Charlie has completed his
post-graduate Certificate in Dairy
Herd Health, from the University
College Dublin. This qualification
is specifically based around
profitable dairy herd health and
production, which Charlie is
confident will help to ensure the
best service is given to clients of
Shepton Vets.

looking forward to trimming some cows on...

benefits of prompt lame cow treatment and the
financial benefits of SDCT carried out correctly, I
estimated the payback on these types of crushes
(which tend to cost c. £12,000) to be 4-5 years for
the average sized, average performance Shepton
client. Due to the size of both of these farms, I would
anticipate this being sooner for them.
With this in mind, I think that both of these farms
have made fantastic purchases, to improve welfare
and in turn increase profitability - a win, win!
Of course, figuring out how much a disease costs and
therefore whether making a purchase such as this

Charlie Neale

APHA and New Data Protection Rules

BVD Control & Biosecurity
16th November

Please be aware that due to the new GDPR data protection laws (General Data
Protection Regulation) which came into force on 25th May 2018; the APHA will
no longer let us discuss any TB matters on your behalf.

Smallholder Medicines
21st November

Unfortunately this means we are unable to chase up any provisional bookings for
you, as we have done so in the past.

DIY AI Course
10th—13th December

This also means we will need you to have your allocation sent directly (via letter)
before we can make a TB appointment for you.

BVD Control & Biosecurity
14th December

If you know you are due a test and have not received your allocation via letter,
please chase the APHA TB Advice team directly on 03000 200 301. Use options
#3 then #2 then #2 and quote your holding number.

Email:
training@sheptonvets.com for
more information or to book a
space.

Farmer Focus:

We know this is frustrating, but this is out of our control and our team will still
work with you to resolve any issue by working within these parameters.

“

Team Shepton: Jess Nurse

In May this year I joined Shepton Vets as the new
Veterinary Technician, after studying agricultural studies at

Bridgwater & Taunton College.
During my 18 years I have grown up with my brother on a dairy
farm with 200+ cows. Following in my fathers footsteps I have learnt from him and now specialise in looking
after calves, tagging and feeding.
Away from work, I like to think of myself as a happy hacker kind of girl with a passion for horse riding. I am
also a member of the growing Wells & Glastonbury Young Farmers club, helping to organise and take part in
many events, the most recently being tug of war and bingo!
My current focus is meeting clients to carry out vaccinations, mobility scores and disbudding. If these are areas
I can help you with please give me a call at the practice!

”

